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Project Overview

CD-LOR (a JISC-funded, 2 year project] is investigating enablers and barriers to successful embed-
ding of learning object (LO) repositories within a diverse range of learning communities. Such com-
munities include those based in individual and federated institutions and those that exist across
institutions (regionally, nationally and internationally), e.g. discipline-based communities. CD-LOR
is focussing on the social and cultural dimensions of LO repositories within learning communities.

To this end the CD-LOR team is:

e carrying out desk and field research into the barriers to uptake & embedding of LO repositories
e developing, implementing & testing solutions to barriers in testbeds with learning communities
e producing use cases, case studies and guidelines for LO repository implementation

e producing recommendations for managers on policy, strategy, systems and workflow issues

e developing use cases linking LO repositories to wider information management processes

e making recommendations for ongoing research and development

Challenges and Issues

Changing roles of stakeholders If LO repositories are to be
used to support teaching and learning, the work practices
and roles of teachers and other staff will probably need to
change. For example, some staff might be more involved in
resource preparation, others in resource sharing and still
others in metadata creation or resource evaluation.

The organisation of institutions In order to realize the full
benefits from LO repositories, it is necessary to understand
how institutions and their internal and external relationships
function, alongside understanding how the grass-roots
practices of teachers and learners operate within institu-
tions.

Digital rights management Widespread use of repositories
will depend on institutions, LO contributors and users having
confidence that intellectual property rights are upheld.

Quality of learning objects On one hand users want access
to high quality resources, on the other they may be reluctant
to share their own resources if they feel restricted by quality
assurance mechanisms.

Metadata creation workflows Research has indicated that
who creates metadata, and how, may be a key trust issue for
repository use.
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